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The Holy Cross Herald September 2018
The Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    +    51 West Main Street    +    North East, PA 

      ”By the power of the holy cross…  

 
 

                             
                                                                      

                                      
                                                

            We adore you, O Christ, 

                 and we bless your name,   
                   for by your holy cross      
         you have redeemed the world. 

 

 

Holy Cross Day =  
                    The Bishop is coming!  
                

The two highlights of Holy Cross’s Sep-
tember schedule every year are our name-
day, Holy Cross Day, on the 14th, and the 
massive effort to make and sell grape pies 
during the Wine Festival, the last week-
end.  Our HC celebration this year will 
have the added blessing of a visit from 
our beloved Bishop, Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe. 
Bp. Sean will preach and preside at the 
10:30 eucharist on the 9th, and confirm 
and receive new members.  The monthly 
parish brunch will move up a week for 
the occasion.  (See Debby Seifert or Be-
thia Nier for what to bring.)  Be sure to 
be at worship that day to celebrate our 
name-day, our bishop and our life toge-
ther in Christ – and bring a friend!     + 
 

- said last month’s headline.  Wrong . We 
ended up with 34. Another year, another 
milestone in HC generosity.  Thanks to 
all who helped!                              +

                       

                                september          

                       calendar 

 
                    

                    2 –15th Sunday after Pentecost 
  3 – AA open meeting                     8 pm 
  7 – Supper/Study/Service              6 pm   
  9– 16th Sunday after Pentecost  
      BISHOP’S VISIT!                           
      HOLY CROSS DAY celebrated   
        Parish Brunch                          Noon 
10 – AA open meeting                     8 pm     
14 – Supper/Study/Service              6 pm   
16 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
    Bishop’s Committee meeting      Noon     
17– AA open meeting                     8 pm 
21 – Supper/Study/Service             6 pm 
22 – Crafting Group                       10 am 
23 –18th  Sunday after Pentecost   
24 – AA open meeting                     8 pm 
25 -30 Pies, Pies, Pies          8:30 am - ??? 
28 - 30    Wine Festival    
30 - 19th  Sunday after Pentecost   
                

                        BIRTHDAYS    
1 – Celinda Scott 
18 – Lisa  Furey 
19 – Lizzie and    
       Tori Schwartz 
20 – Debby Seifert  
25 – Kelly McDonald 
30 – Lorre Beach 
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A Grape Day in the Kingdom! 
                                                            by Debby Seifert 

Well, it's grape-pie time again. We’ll need 
your prayers as we plan for the produc-
tion of our grape pies this year.  We will 
need some of your time as well, and of  
course donations of supplies or money 
are always greatly appreciated.  Also keep 
in mind that we will be selling our other 
famous baked goods (from each of our 
kitchens) along with our pies.   
 

As you are grocery shopping this month 
please plan to purchase some of the need-
ed supplies:  Gold Medal flour, butter- 
flavored Crisco, salt, margarine, Domino 
sugar, and corn starch.  There is a sign-up 
sheet on the table that lists the amounts 
of all the needed items.  Please sign the 
sheet so we can keep track of how much 
of each that we have and will need.  We 
will also need volunteers to make lunches 
for the working crews each day. 
 

The schedule is as follows: 
Tuesday, September 25-- 8:30 am:  Prepa-
ring the pie mix. 
Thursday – Saturday, September 27 – 30, 
8:30 am:  Making, baking and selling pies 
(135 each day or more); and also setting 
up and decorating the tent. 
Sunday September 30 -- Noon:  pie sales 
and clean-up. 
 

We will start each day at 8:30 and work 
until we're done.  As always, there will be 
great lunches provided each day and time 

for breaks and story- telling.  Jane the Hu-
man Grape will be on hand again this 
year, with some new tricks up her sleeves. 
 

There will be sign-up sheets on the parish 
hall table for each of the scheduled pie-  
making activities, and setting up and staf-
fing the tent. As you can see, we will need 
all hands on deck!  Friends of the parish 
also help with this project.  Many hands 
make light work.  We always welcome ev-
eryone who can be a part of the pie-ma-
king/sales team and enjoy the fun and 
friendship.  If you have questions contact 
Debby Seifert at church, at 725-4510, or 
at dseifert66@yahoo.com.                    + 

                         

 

Where there’s a will… 

As God asks the rich fool in Jesus’s para-
ble, ‘all the stuff you’ve laid up for your-
self, whose will it be?’  A good question 
for Christians who want to be responsible 
in their lifetime, and after, about dispo-
sing of the gifts God gave them.  Marian 
Currie and Gerrie Smith left us legacies 
in their wills, so each year we get checks 
from their estates via the NE Community  
Foundation, and are reminded again of 
the generosity of these beloved members 
during their lives and now even after 
their deaths.  The gratitude is good for 
us; the peace of mind that these legacies 
gave Marian and Gerrie – knowing they 
could support their beloved church even 
after they were gone – was good for them.  
Think about it.                                       +  
 

mailto:dseifert66@yahoo.com
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The August meeting continued our July 
meditation on ‘creating a culture of dis-
cernment’.  Carol continued her teaching 
about models of church growth and styles 
of organization.  We are a ‘family- size’ pa-
rish, and as we grow we will have to move 
into different models of pastoral and BC 
authority and function.  We have copies 
of national and local canons, but have 
evolved our own ways of ‘discernment’, 
well beyond our practical responsibilities.  
We returned to the theme that BC mem-
bers may not have realised that they were 
taking on significant spiritual responsibi-
lities for the church’s overall health and 
caring for one another, but are now all 
‘on board’ of our ways of doing things.  
Pursuant to our goals of understanding 
our own role better and ‘getting the word 
out’ about our doings, Julie Creed was 
present as a guest and had several ques-
tions suggested by her background as a 
Presbyterian.  Coming at these matters 
from a different denomination’s perspec-
tive helps to clarify our own. 

 

 
 

The question of replacing Carol came up, 
as usual.  We wonder how we will find a 
new priest, and what our role in finding 
one would be.  Carol explained our bish-
op’s usual practices for a ‘search’ process  
and noted that national church practice 
is generally to prohibit her working with 
whoever replaces her.  We don’t know if 

our bishop follows that rule: we can ask 
him when he comes.  We also wondered 
whether a new priest would be comforta-
ble in a small parish if coming from (or 
aspiring to) a larger congregation; how we 
will pay him or her; and how we can best 
strike a balance between teaching a new 
vicar our ways and being open to the new 
ideas they will bring with them.  
 

 The elevator project was brought up as 
an example of how we start with spiritual 
questions and move to practical matters.  
We seem to have arrived at a consensus 
about doing that, though it will have to 
await the parking lot’s completion.  Dis-
posing of our ‘excess’ cash seems to be 
moving along at a satisfactory rate, and 
we should have enough to cover the ele-
vator as well.  David Pascale, property 
warden, cited the article’s contention that 
our decisions need to reflect current cir-
cumstances rather than former plans; we 
need to be nimble, like a sailboat, tacking 
before whatever breeze is blowing – it 
might be the Holy Spirit. 
 

Parking Lot – David reported that the 
concrete work is finished except for grin-
ding the berm entrance.  Brian Hathaway 
finished a portion of the fencing and is 
waiting for the timber barricades to put 
behind it.  He will level the green space, 
bring and spread the topsoil and seed the 
area.  We have ordered 15 arbor vitae 
from Johnston’s, who will need a week’s 
notice for digging.  David met with the 
neighbors across the creek, to be certain 
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that everyone is on the same page about 
the transfer of property.  They are having 
it re-surveyed, and the property line will 
be restored to the middle of Baker Creek.   
We see the new lot as another opportuni-
ty for outreach to the community – what 
events would it make possible for us? 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Info for July was dis-
tributed and discussed.  Our final out-
reach commitment of $500 was made to 
the Cathedral of St. Paul for use in their 
program of aid to Pfeiffer-Burleigh 
school. A summary of funds disbursed 
from the parking lot account at Edward 
Jones, which includes the Wine Festival 
money, is being kept current. 
 

Other matters: We continue to wish to 
get the “nuts and bolts” of information  
from BC meetings conveyed to the cong-
regation.  The newsletter probably isn’t 
enough.  What aren’t we doing that we 
should be?  We need to reinforce the 
announcements in the bulletin by having 
them read orally in the service.              + 
 

Supper/Study/Service 

The Friday group, larger than ever and 
just as lively, will begin study of Simon 
Tugwell’s wonderful book, The Beati-
tudes at its next meeting.  Good time to 
join up!   Fridays at 6.                          + 
 

Notes from the 

Treasurer 
 

Amazing things begin 
to happen when there’s a 

break in the weather. The parking lot 

fencing is half done, the concrete is 
poured and the lot begins to show its fu-
ture promise.  A new school year has 
begun and 34 kids began it with a lot of 
help from Adopt-a-Student. Two friends 
of Holy Cross helped last year; this year 
the number was 5. Over $2,500 was 
contributed by parishioners and friends 
to make this a success again and also set a 
new record for us.  If you’re counting, 2 
additional backpacks were purchased 
after the photo was taken. 

 
As we gear up for the new program-year 
and our grape pies, here’s how August 
ended and September begins: 
 

Beg. bal  $     21  
Incoming     7,964  
Outgoing     7,983  
Ending bal.  $       2 

We spent a lot of money and the balance 
may look scary but it’s been worse! Over 
1/3 of funds spent were for outreach in-
volving children and the arts.   Each con-
tribution to outreach ministry is guided 
by the Holy Spirit and further sustains 
our belief that God will provide what we 
need when need it. Thanks be to God! 

              Faithfully, Anne Bardol  + 
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             Don’t forget the  

                    Christmas Boutique 
As you’re doing your fall cleanup, and 
start to think of all the things you could 
do without, it’s not too early to think also 

of our Christmas Boutique the first week-
end in December.  All kinds of holiday 
gadgets, decorations, winter items, and 
clothes are welcome.  Let’s make this 
year’s sale as big a success as last year’s.   +  

The Last Word . . . 

A number of ‘Holy Cross moments’ came my way this month, all relating to our ‘image’ in 
the outside world. One came from someone who looked into the sanctuary while the Sun-
day flowers were out, all over the place – altar, windowsills, lectern, font, organ.  She asked 
Anne, ‘Oh, are you having a wedding this week?’  Well, I guess the answer is ‘yes’, if you  
count the wedding-supper of the Lamb celebrated in the eucharist each Sunday.  Has it oc-
curred to you to think of this ‘routine’ event as something like the joyful extravagance of a 
wedding celebration?   Our flower-ladies apparently do; outsiders witnessing their work do; 
why not try it yourself?  (This thought  might also help create the feeling among all our 
members that worship is a ‘can’t-miss’ situation – who would fail to attend a big family 
wedding to which they’d had a special invitation???)  
 

The second was another comment from outside the church.  A friend of the parish from 
another church, was driving by while work on the parking lot was going on; and they sent 
me an e-mail about their thoughts on what we could use it for – community picnics, Vaca-
tion Bible School, outdoor worship…  As the message went on, though, the ‘you’ in it subt-
ly changed to ‘we’ – what ‘we’ could do with the new space.  I guess this is our effect on the 
outside world: a beacon of new possibilities and creative change, luring others too into en-
tering into its destiny.   
 

The basis for this effect was behind my third ‘moment’, a report from one of our newer 
members on a conversation they had with an acquaintance determined to twit them about 
going to church, especially an Episcopal church.  ‘I’m a guy who identifies as a girl’, the per-
son said; ‘Would your church welcome me?’  ‘Oh, sure,’ was the response – ‘they welcome 
everyone.  They don’t care if you’re transgender’.   ‘Well’, said the inquirer, determined to 
get a rise out of our evangelist, ‘what if I identify as a unicorn?’  At this point the report of 
this conversation reduced everybody listening to hysteria, as we tried to think of ministries 
appropriate to a unicorn (trash pickup on the grounds? rides for kids, or carving pie-tops, at 
the Wine Festival?  opening difficult cans?); but our evangelist was undismayed. ‘Whatever 
you want to call yourself, my church will welcome you’ was the last word of this encounter.   
Nice to know that all of you do ‘get’ the message of the love of God toward the whole crea-
tion; even more heartening to hear that at least some of you are spreading that word all 
over the place, even when you’re under duress from a unicorn.  God bless you all!    Carol + 



+   Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    + 
          51 West Main Street 

          North East, PA 16428 
 
 

 
 
Holy Cross Day, September 14 

 
The Holy Cross Herald is the monthly publication of the Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Cross, 51 West Main Street in North East, 16428 – also at (814) 725-4679, or on the Web 
at www.holycrossne.org.  Subscribe to the e-edition online – just send your e-mail address 
to us via the website.  Whoever you are, the Episcopal Church welcomes you!  We seek to 
worship God in openness, charity and joy, and serve our neighbors near and far. 
 

Weekly Calendar 
 

Sunday  8:30 & 10:30 am - Holy Eucharist 
         11:30 am    -    Coffee and fellowship    
                Brunch (third Sunday) 
 

Monday  8 pm - Alcoholics Anonymous  
               open meeting     Downstairs lounge  
 

Friday   6 pm       Supper/ Study /Service                   
                                         Parish hall upstairs 
 

Saturday  10 am (third Sat.)   Craft Group      
                                         Parish hall upstairs 
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In our prayers + Need or trouble: David, Reid, Roland, Sue, Walter and Martha, Janet, Bill, Katie, Gloria, 

Michael, Ian, Carlo, London, Juanita, Dale, John, Joseph, Lou, Jason, Mia, Nels, Gianna, Victoria, Gayle, Peggy, 
Dan, Jim, Marc, Heather, Charlie, Susan, Susie, Jane, Tiffany, Deb, Amber, Michael, Marvin and his family; vic-
tims of war, terror, and disaster; the poor and destitute, the unemployed; refugees (especially children), slaves, 
prisoners and captives and all the oppressed; the hungry, homeless, lonely, bereaved or afraid; Heather, Morgan, 
Chris, Zach, Harrison, Cara, Cordell, Keith, Alex, Corey, Danny and all in our armed forces and in harm’s way.   
 

Our national leaders; the United Nations; the Middle East, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Africa, Haiti,  

  

Our church: Our mission, leaders and ministries            Fellow Christians: North East neighbors; the persecuted 
 

                                     

                        

                                  september 2      september 9      september 16      September 23      September 30 
                                  

Altar Guild   Joanne Hopkins        Lisa Furey            Debby Seifert          Anne Bardol            Deb Huck 
                             
Acolyte                                                               -                  Lisa Furey and staff              -    
 

Lector             Kelly McDonald      Bethia Nier             David Pascale         Anne Bardol          Donna Fuller 
                                                                                                              
Chalice                  Anne Bardol          Lisa Furey              Anne Bardol         David Pascale           Lisa Furey               
 

Coffee             Debby Seifert     BISHOP’S BRUNCH      Lisa Furey             Anne Bardol           Jane Jones 
 

Tellers          Huck /Hopkins        Beach/Seifert        Creed /Johnson       Furey /Jones         Creed /Johnson                              
 

Trash                                                                –              Joanne Hopkins             –          
            Many thanks to all who volunteer for these important jobs! 

 


